Mastery over the subject

Helping studemts leam subject matter involves more than the delivery of facts and informaton
The goal of teaching is to assig students in developmng mtellecmal resources o enable them 10
partcipate i, nod merely W know about. the major domains of human thought and inguiry.

These include the past and its relation to the present: the natural workd: the ideas. belicfs. and
values of our own and other peoples: the dimengons of space and quantity. aesthetics and
representation: and so on.

Understanding entails being able to use intellecmal ideas and skills as tools 1o gain control over
everyduy, renl-workd problems. Students should see themse v es. aither alone or in cooperation with
others, as capable of figuring things ouwt—of using mathematics to define and reason through a
problem: of tracking down the ongins of current social poliey; of interpreting a poem of slory. of
understanding how physical lorces operale: ol recreating inwriting afeelng. idea or experience.

They should both be able and nchined to chalkenge the claims in a politician's speech. 10 make
sense of and criticize presentations of stabistical information. and W wnte an effective ketter 1o the
editor. A conceptual mastery of subpect matter and the capacity to be aritical of knowledge wself
can empower siudents 1o be effective actors in their environment.

O course. nothing is ever simple in education. The answer is that keachers - whether they are
subject specialists or generalists - nead a wide range of different skills and atimudes if they are o
assist their students achieve high outcomes. These should include relabionships with studenis.

subject matter knowledge and also an understanding of pedagogical processes o develop the
understanding that is required. Should a teacher fail i have any of these, then it s likely 1hat the
lenming in the classroom will not be as successful However. it would be foolish w isolate one of
these skills o the exclusion of all others: teachiing. like most people-centred professons. reguires
a range of abilities and skills that the practitioner carefully weaves wgether, in such a way as 1o
provide the most meaningful experience possible.

Interacting with Students

Educators must be able o posiuvely interact with all students. This mcludes difficult students,
students who work below grode-level and students whose personabiies just grate on a teacher.
Teachers must put aside their prepudsces and feclings in order o treat all gudents with respect.
provide them with equal opportunities for kearming and make them leel confident.

Create a Leaming Environment

Creating a sale kearnmg environment that is conducive w keaming is essential. Educators mud set
high expectatumns for student performance amd behay e, All rules must be enforced consistently
and fairly. Students should nst have 1o worry about being bullied in the classoom and should feel
comfortable when speaking up.

Gzood atl Lessan Man Deslgn
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All aducators must be capable of designing lesson plans 10 meet student noeds and cover the
stundards. This requires knowling how 1o choose and create instructional materials to accommodate
students at different levels, 1l also requires creating o scope amd sequence that provides students
with enough time o master Uhe standards,

Able to Employ Varied Teaching Stralegics

Best practices and other appropriate teaching strategies allow competent educaton 1o effectively
teach the curnculum. Competent educators may lecture, but they also Incormporate o varlety of
strategies. including non-radinonal tleaching strategies, o help students with nwliiple learning
siyles leom and stay enpoged. Educators also attend regular professional development sessions 1n
learm new strategies and the [atest best practices.

Communicating the subject

Teachers can model what elfective communication kwoks like 1o gudens, We believe that
mosdelling, thinking aloud and wnpacking the thinking processes that are required 1o convey thie
content ef fectively will enable students to process and internalize the tarpeted subpect matter.

IF students can replicate this, they can then clearly artculate thew own perspectives of what they
are learmng, ther own hogcal reasoning and thinking processes. This makes thinking visible. IU's
even more lmportant now with the emphasis on more knowledge-building, Inguiry-based and
problemsolving approaches — so rote learning will o do. Students need 1o leam how 1o wirk
throug v their problems and articulate their reasons for why they have adopted o cenain approach,
and justily arguments put forth.

When we talk abowl literacy in the subjects, it s the ability W use language approprately,
meaninglully and precisely ina given subyect area, I requires the teacher to e proficient in e
Tonguage amd subpect kinow ledge. Subject teachers have to be consaous of Tow ey oonstruct
meaningful dalogue with their siudents, bow they can faalitate thinking wl understanding of
content through interactbmal modes of language use in the closoom. We we helplng teachers
with thewr ¢lassroom talk, interaction wit b stude nts and guestionimg stralep s

When teaching, you have 1o help the students Tormulate very clear and precise explanations Uit
adbdre sy the specific demand s of the questions, And what 18 wugh s where students Tuve 1o present
sclentific and logical repsoning. argument and prdtifcation to show the logical connection of the
evidence and clalms. All these skills become very critical: Hlow you Tomolate your explaiations,
how you evaluate your explanations ay new datwevidence comes in ag pant of e proces of
sclenthfic wnyguiry,

So you can't alk about effective communication in a vicuum, It has 1o be i a specific context

with a clear outcome, By madelling effective communication as a Science leacher, your students
whll become pware of the norms and copventions of remling, writing. 1alking and thinking like o
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saientst. There's pow a greater awareness and atienton on the part of the wachers s o what is
involved because they want o help students, espeaially those who are weaker in English,

Folkming are some of the communication skills that a leacher must possess so that they interact
properly with the students -

Positive Mativation

This 1s one of the important thaings that a wacher must possess. Inoa class, qudents always have
different Linds of tse and preferences over subpeas 5o a1 s the job of the teacher to create
enthusiasm and inlerest in the mimds of the students wwards a subpect. It s also a eachers role o
remove any [ear and inlubitions that a student may hav e tlow ands a subjecl

Elffective Body Language

This s the most powerful communication skill that a teacher must possess. Goad presentation
shills inclwde a povw arful body Linguage supportad by verbal skills. This can create a hng lasting
tprression 0 the memds of the students. Thus, a teachers kectures will mevitably become more
interactive and mteresting for the students, Besides, a teacher should mamuin the volume, tone
and thythm of their vowe dunng a kecture.

Senwe of Humoer

The inportance of thas factor has been regulaly underestimated. A good sense of humor keeps the
siudents active amd interested in the teachers cliss. A teacher who bs dour and Lacks humor doesnt
contnte b the overall well being of the students,

Understanding the Students

Teachers should encourage gudents 10 commumcate openly. There should be emphasis on
cullivaling a dulypue rathe than a monologue. So while solving any kind of problems in the
Classrooim, it s alwavs wise 1o hear the opmons of The tudents also.

Team Formation

This is a pood mahod where you can divide the dassroom into small teans and ask them W solve
different problems o complete asugnments, This practice will increase not only the inke racton
among the dudents but also among the leacher and students,

Technlcal Skills

Scanned with CamScanner



It 15 also imporiant that teachers should be up to date with all the latest 1eaching aids like

compulers, video conferencing and especmlly the use of intemel This will also kelp the students
tos keepy up 1 licir interest in the learming process.

Students are the future of every nation. That is why the role of teachers s o imponant 1o the
society, I i though n teacher that gencrations of youngsters are deeply influenced, Onerall
improvement in a stident can be expected when communication skills for ieachens s piven due

importance. Thus, it s important that commumncation skills become an impoant mgradient of o
teacher’s professional compelency.
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