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Educationplaysanimportantroleintheprogressofanindividual

mindandcountry.Peoplearemadeawareofwhatisgoingonin

theworld..Theaim ofeducationreflectsthecurrentneedand

aspirationofasocietyaswellasitslastingvaluesandthe

immediateconcerns ofacommunityaswellasbroadhuman

ideals.Term qualityineducationaldiscourseisnewuniversal

concerntoday.Thenotionthatqualitygoeswithprivilegeis

clearlyirreconcilablewithvisionofparticipatorydemocracythe

Indiaupholdsandprotectsinpoliticalsphere.

Inthischaptertheconcerntopicisvariationsinqualitybasedon

differenttypeofschooling.Ifweconcentrateofschoolsonly

thereareinrealityninetypesofschoolswhichvarybythecostof

schooling,medium ofinstruction,typeofboardexamsand

managementstructure.Thefoundationstructuresofsuchan

unequaleducationalregimearevisibleinthesharpdifferentiation

ofschoolswhilerecentdataforIndiaindicatethegrowthofthe

schooleducationalsystem (approx250-300children)andthus



becomingoneoftheworld’slargest,thereisaspectrum of

schoolsthatalignswiththenationsvariedandhierarchicalsocio-

economicalclasseswhilegovernmentofIndiarecognizesonly

threetypeofschoolsi.e.government,aidedandprivateunaided,

inrealitythereareninetypesofschools.

i. Ashramshalas(tribalregions)

ii. Staterungovernmentschools(municiaple,panchayat,

coorperationschools)

iii. Stateaidedbutprivatelymanagedschool.

iv. CentrallyaidedlikeKendriyavidyalayas,Navodayvidyalayas

andmilitaryschools.

v. Lowfeepayingstatesyllabusprivateschools.

vi. Expensiveprivateschoolsincludingthe“publicschool”chain.

vii. Religiousschool(pathshalasandmadarsas).

viii. Alternativeschools

ix. Internationalschool

Theseconstitutethemostvariegatedandmostclassbased

schoolingsystem intheworld.

Now,itwillbediscussedhowthesedifferenttypesofschools

causesvariationinqualityandultimatelycausesinequality.

1.Governmentschoolsaccountfor72%ofallschoolbutthey

arepoorlyfundedandlargelymismanagedandalwaystaken

aseducationalinstitutionthatcanensureequalityof



educationalopportunity.Enrolmentdataindicatethatitis

primarilythechildrenofthepoorestandlowrakedcast

familiesandabundantbypowerfulcastgroupwhoareboth

politicallyandeconomicallyadvantaged.So,government

schoolscannotbeconsideredascommonschoolscatering

totheneedsofallthechildreninanyparticularsettlement.

2.Thereisahugegrowthofnewprivateschoolswhichreflects

thedemandforeducationbyparentsfrom workingpoorto

newmiddleclassinbothurbanandruralareasalsoshows

theirdisappointmentwithgovernmentschoolsandtheir

desireforEnglishmedium education.

3.Newinternationalschools(whosefee,functioning,curricula

andorientationaredrawnfrom EuropeanandUSschools)

catertotherichandtothosewhowantinternationalcarriers

andlifestylefortheirchildrenprimarilyinmetropolitanareas.

Asharpdifferenceintheeconomicsofsuch

schoolsisthefactthattheaverageexpenditureofa

governmentschoolinavillagethatcaterstoabout250

studentisnearlyequaltotheaveragefeeofaboutRs.7lakhs

perstudentthatasinglestudentischargedatan

internationalschool.

4.Religiousschoollikepathshalasandmadarsasandthenew

gurukulsinternationalschoolssomeofwhichflametofuse

ancientwisdom andmoderntechnologyandalsothe

heritageschoolwhicharebasicallyreinforcetheintegration

ofenterpreneurshipandprofitmakingbyandintoreligious

institution.



Effectsofschooldifferentiation-

1.Themushroomingandgrowthofthesediversetypesof

schoolswhichreinforcetheclass,regional,religiousand

socialdividesinIndia,indicatetheabsenceofeducational

policyinIndiainmostcasesthepatternofgrowthof

schoolshighlightsthewaysinwhichthepolicies“favorthe

mostfavoredanddisfavorthemostdisfavored”meansthe

pooranddisadvantagedreceivethelowestqualityof

schoolingwhilethewell-endowedreceivedsubstantial

support.

2.Thecontemporarytrendsindicatethatwemustreckonwith

suchacontradictionasawidevariationinschoolingseems

toenhancetheclassandculturaldividesamongpeople.

3.AllthoughtheKotharicommissionhadrecommendedthe

establishmentof“commonschools”asawaytobringabout

equalityofeducationopportunity,thestatescommitment

enforceorrealizehasbeenlargelyabsent.

4.Anotherfalloutofschooldifferentiationisobservedatthe

leveloftheimpactonthelivesofchildren.Whereas

governmentlackeducateinprovidingthem competentskills

andknowledgeeliteschoolsareoverloadingchildren.Thus

thereisspiltinexpectations.

5.Themostsignificantandvisibleaspectofsuch

differentiationisafailuretoprovideequalopportunitiesand

ensureequalityofeducationaloutcomes,thelongterm

impactisalsoatthelevelofnationalculture.



Theabovementionedissueselaborateand

discussesthereasonsbehinddifferentiationinschooling

andalsoitsimpactinlargerperspective.Whilethemost

significantandvisibleaspectisdenyingequalopportunities

andoverlookingthestructuraldisadvantagesof

marginalizedsociety.Itisalsowitnessedthatitisincreasing

heiarchialdifferentiationinwhichexclusionandfurther

socialdistancebetweencitizensisbeingcreated.


